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“If you are a gay kad, turn 18 and are aged

out of the foster care system with no job
skills, nio home and no high school diploma,

what do you think 1z going to happen? What
options do you have? Prostibtion becomes a
real option when you are a kid thrown into
this situation,” explained James Feknal,

“I know what these kids go through, I was in
foster care for 1% years and was abused. At

15 T was thrown out of my home with no

high school diploma and no job skills. [ was
homeless. [ vowed at that time that one day |
wiold help kds to keep from becoming lke

aa

me.

Allthese past experienices culminated in
Fetlaal founding the Foster YVouth Independ-

enice Center of Midwaukee (FYT) three years
ago.

Agitig out 15 a term used to describe the state
matidate that says when a foster chuld turms
1%, all the State’s custodial rights regarding
the child cease. At the same time, payment
to the foster famaly for the child’s care stops.
Ao for many of these young adults, like
Perlaal, life as they know it ends; they are

left hiomeless atd alotie.

Llaterials produced by FYT zay that
“children who age out of foster care mn Wis-
cofsin are 12 times more likely to become
homeless than other cluldren™ and “ower 20
percent of these children repott living in five
ot thore places within 12 months™ of aging
out. In all, a little owver one-third of aged-out
childrets do niot have a bugh school diploma
or GED and fewer than one m 10 attend col-
lege.

& recent study by the Wisconsin Independ-
efit Living & dvisory Committee found that
aged-out children experience unemployment
ot underemployment. In addition, they are
far more vulnerable to physical and sexual
victimization and utilize public assistance in
higher proportions than other cluldren. The
Department of Health and Human Services
repotts that 6,274 chuldren aged out of the
foster care system bhetween 1992 and 1998,

Wotlang with kids ages 15 to 15, F¥T pro-
vides early intervention services that help
transition foster children from custodial care
to bving mdependently. “What we want to
do iz intervene eatly so these kids don’t have
to go through the hardstups and crisis that a
lot of foster kids end up going throagh when
they age out,” Perkul explamed. “On many
lewvels we function in the place of parents ™

Case managers from the Milwagkee County
Bureau of Child Welfare refer cluldren to
F¥I for a specific service. After meeting
with the chuld, FY] develops an indrridual-
1zed program for that child’s specific needs.
& program may be designed to help the child
with a job search, including traiming on how
to fill owt ajob application or how to inter-
view. In some instances, the program may
michade the purchase of an owtfit for the refe-
tee to weat to ajob interview . Other youths
fieed assistanice with homemaking or zelf
care shlls.

For many, the major challenge i3 securing
affordable housing, FYT assists the young
adults in locating apartments and then subsi-
dizes the rent until they can manage on their
owtl. In return for the rent assistance, the
wouth iz required to work with FYT in be-
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cotnitg cotmpletely self-sufficient.

“We do charge afee for our services, but it
15 not enough to do one-on-one with the
younz persory” said Perdaal. “Ho many times
we can do the how-to-find-a-job traming, bt
there will be no money left over to buy the
interview outfit. It's a struggle ™

“Orant money exists, bt it s very limited,”
Petlaal elaborated. “We are currently work-
iz with 25 kids. The plan is to work with
100 kids next year. In order to reach our
goals and meet all these kuds’ needs, we are
actively seeking donations from mdividuals
and corporations to fill in the gaps™

F¥1%s biggest orgatuzational challenges are
twrofold. “Educating the public on the crisis
of aged-out foster children and obtaining
grant funding and donations 1z cracial to the
well-heing of our efforts,” explamed Perkul.
“We can't survive and assist these kids with-
out it.”

To aid in buldding public awareness of the
challenges facitiz aged-out youth, FYT is
holding a free public viewing, to be followed
by a discussion, of the award- witwung docu-
mentary “A ging Cut” “Aging Cut™ chroti-
cles foster care youth as they ate ejected
from the system and forced to fend for them-
selves without family suppott or a stable
home and with meager financial resources
atud survival shlls.

The viewmng willbe Oct. 13 at 7 pom. at the
CGordon Park Paviliorn, 2828 M. Humboldt
Blvd. “Donations will be greatly, sreatly
appreciated,” stressed Perkul.



