A New Vision for
Independent Living

The FY1 Center was incorporaled in the spring of 2008,
Its mitation realized the perzoml dream of a fommer
foster child who had himeell experienced a difficult
trareition Lo aduilthood Az he matured he reslized hoaw
much of that difficulty was lrn:dusr he lacked the e
lJm-ln'.l living skills IH'U.'Sil.I'f. for his phosical well

g and access o emoll mipport of educational
i Cireer giidance,

Jumes A. Pebrmil Founder and Executive Direclor of L

the FY1 Center. influenced by his own personal and
professional expenences, researched the literature and
reviewsd the work of service providers across the coun-
uy. He then creted a multinedal sofial service pro-
wram for aged out youth like him=elt

Cumrently there are approxanately 7500 individuals m
foster care in Milwaukee County. OF those, 430 to 300
vouth age out of the foster care system each year. Al-
rewly burdened by therr childhood expeneces of
gbuse, neglect or abandomment, these young people
lesive the foaler care FJ'I-".E"I without the k.rli.'l-“-'ﬁl.
skille, experience. sititudes, habits, and relationships
that will ensble them to be productive and connected
members of society. Many of them have no place 1o
live, no job amd oo education or skills 1o sustain Gl
e eingrloymient.

The FYI Center is the only social service agency in
Milwaukee established to offer preventive and support
services specifically lo this population. It seeks to im-
prove the lives of youth azing out of the foser cre
=ystem by uzing stste of the anl programs and best prac-
tees. The geals of programrnmng b FY1 Cenler of Mil-
wiukee are 1o help vouth, who have been impaced by
out-of-home care, gain the skills and self-confidence 1o
live independently and productively in their commin-
lies

The FYI Center af Milwakee considers each vouth as
zli 'r'rhu-.l.-l [HESOIL ll:I creales indiv |du=|h|im:| ui_lllzlru-rrldrrl
i s € ermenl lo each youth's crcum-
=1anr:;=pll i5 lIrEL:TF-:-rt plul:-}uph].' of the FYT Center that
vouth transitioning ool of Foster care require suppon
before age cighteen i order to facilitsle a successtul
ﬂlmu‘lpa:inn. Suich anf inbervenlion is eseenlial Lo re=
vend 4 Crisis experience upon exiting the systamn.

The FYT Cenler initistes relatiorships with yvouth still
in the [oster cire syslemn rather than wail For the youth
to pnitiste a contadt. YT Center believes the transition
(=] imlq.l-rmr]:nre ghould be eeamless rather than sEpara-

e Facts

Foster Car

Children who age oul of foster care in Wis-
consn are hwehe imes more Bkely 1o be-
come homeless than other children

of these children report

places within eightesn

Char twenty parc
living in five or

A significant podion of emancipated children
regoit having unaddressed health care
needs, problems in inding and Mantainirg
empoyment and disrupted family retatlons

Thay are dispropofionately mala
Two thirds are discharged at seventean

Twenty percent are receiving semices from
Mbwaukee Counly when they were emanci-
patesd

Many bacamsa parents at an early age, wera
omeless or landed In prson

ing pre-foster care and post-foster care expeniences
'Lide by this philosophy, the center provides services
that compliment the youth's assets and help him or b
develop the =kills mecessary for living independent]y

sl munceesefiil |:,' [ 11] Ih-:lr cormaminilies,



